
Our condominium business, created in the 1960s, 
develops construction and sales. We also handle 
plywood, wood products, and housing equipment used 
in condominiums, and more. In addition, we are 
involved in activities such as operating domestic 
shopping centers, attracting tenants, managing 
buildings, and event promotion, as well as working on 
the development of convenience stores in Vietnam.

We boast a top-class market share in businesses that manufacture and 
sell compound chemical fertilizer in South-east Asia, and are working on 
a variety of food-related businesses, including grain and meat, in 
different countries around the world. As a major trading company, we 
are also focusing our efforts on the first bluefin tuna cultivation in Japan.

We have been involved in areas such as automobile 
assembly and the dealership business for many years, and 
have worked on our sales representative business in the 
fields of aircraft, transportation, and maritime shipping for 
more than 60 years. We develop all-in-one solutions using 
our expertise in infrastructure construction, including 
managing operations of private jets, railway maintenance, 
and airport operations.

We are proactively focusing on our renewable energy business, 
constructing power plants around the world. We are also 
contributing to the development of global industries, including 
ground-breaking work in the creation of plastics that serve as raw 
materials for manufacturing, and the production and trade of iron 
ore, coal, rare metals, industrial salt, and more.

Determining the needs of society with foresight, 
Sojitz has developed numerous businesses that 
enrich people’s lifestyles by providing necessary 
functions. We will continue to create timeless value 
for society and contribute to the development of 
industries in the future as we have in the past.

The History of Sojitz

WHO WE ARE

Convenience store
(Vietnam/Ministop)

Shopping center
(Saga Prefecture/Mallage)

Bakery business 
(Philippines)

Fertilizer manufacturing plant 
(Thailand/Thai Central 

Chemical Public)

The Silver Shoe given to 
Sojitz by Nike, Inc.

Admiral British shoes
Sojitz General Merchandise 

Corporation

787 Dreamliner (U.S./Boeing)

Railcar maintenance 
business (Canada)

Dealership 
business (U.S.)

Solar power plant 
(Japan/Chita-Mihama 

Solar Power Plant)

Industrial salt 
(India/Archean 
Chemical Industries)

Coal-mining site 
(Australia/Sojitz 
Development)

Fertilizer plant 
(Turkmenistan)

In addition to operating spinning plants where integrated 
manufacturing (including dyeing and sewing) is possible, 
we handle synthetic fibers such as polyester and rayon, 
which are used to make fabrics for clothes. We have also 
contributed to the development of foreign brands, 
including NIKE, Admiral, and McGREGOR, in Japan.

Nichimen
Corporation

Suzuki & Co., Ltd.
/Nissho Co., Ltd.

Suzuki & Co.
 went bankrupt

1927
Nissho Co., Ltd. established as successor 
company of Suzuki & Co.

1928
Suzuki & Co., 
Ltd. founded

1874

Iwai Bunsuke 
Shoten founded

1862
Iwai & Co., Ltd. 
established

1896
Company name changed 
to Iwai Sangyo Co., Ltd.

1943

Company name changed 
to Nichimen Co., Ltd.

1943
Company name changed 
to Nichimen Corporation

1982
1892
Japan Cotton Trading Co., Ltd. established

2003
Nissho Iwai-Nichimen Holdings Corporation established through 
the transfer of shares by Nichimen Corporation and Nissho Iwai 
Corporation. (Nichimen Corporation and Nissho Iwai Corporation 
included in Nissho Iwai-Nichimen Holdings Corporation’s scope 
of consolidation as wholly owned subsidiaries.)

2005
Sojitz Holdings Corporation 
merged with subsidiary 
Sojitz Corporation and 
company name changed to 
Sojitz Corporation

2004
New Business Plan Announced 
Nichimen Corporation and Nissho Iwai 
Corporation, both wholly owned 
subsidiaries of Nissho Iwai-Nichimen 
Holdings Corporation, merged to form a 
new company named Sojitz Corporation.
Nissho Iwai-Nichimen Holdings Corporation 
name changed to Sojitz Holdings Corporation.

Nissho Iwai Corporation established through 
a merger between Nissho Co. and Iwai Sangyo Co.

1968
1917
Became top Japanese general trading company in annual import and export volume 
(Net sales in 1919 equivalent to 10% of Japan’s GNP at the time)

Iwai Sangyo
Co., Ltd.
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